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Said R. Judah the son of R. Shalom: “It is written, ‘For six months 
Joab remained there with all Israel, [until he had cut off every male in 
Edom?’ (1 Kings 11:16). [He explained it:] the Holy One blessed be He 
said to him, I have said to you, meddle not with them (Deut. 2:5). But 
you did meddle with them. Therefore, by your life, they [these six 
months] are not attributed to you.” 


[The first day of Nisan is the new year festivals:] Who is the 
authority for [the statement concerning] festivals? It is R. Simon. For 
R. Simon said, “The three festivals must follow consecutively [for a 
full year], except that Passover always must be first. You find that he 
said, sometimes five [festivals constitute the required full year], 
sometimes four, sometimes three. [If he vows] before the Festival of 
Weeks — five. Before Tabernacles — four. Before Passover — 
three.” 


R. Eleazar the son of R. Simon said: “Only Passover must be last. 
Consequently, sometimes three, sometimes two, sometimes one.” 


But the Sages say, “The festival which he [first] encounters shall be 
first, but all [three] festivals of the year always must pass [before he 
violates the vow].” 


It is written: “Besides the Sabbaths of the Lord, and besides your gifts, 
etc. (Lev. 23:38). Which you shall give to the Lord (Lev. 23:38). What 
is Scripture saying? 


You might think that on a festival only the sacrifices of that festival 
alone may be brought. Whence do you know that the sacrifices offered 
by individuals and that the congregational sacrifices, whether they be 
consecrated on the festival or before the festival, may be brought [as an 
offering] on the festival? 


Scripture says, “Besides the Sabbaths of the Lord,” (Lev. 23:38), 
“which you shall give to the Lord (Lev. 23:38). These refer to the bird- 
and the meal-offerings — to include all of them that are offered on a 
festival. 


One might think that this refers to optional offerings? 


Therefore Scripture says, “these things you shall do for the Lord on 
your set festivals besides your vows, and your gift offerings” (Num. 
29:39). 


Besides [this you shall do] establish them as obligatory, that all of 
them shall be offered on the festival. 


